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A BriefDeſcription of an Edition ot the Bible, inthe Original Her; 8 
Samar. and Greek,, with the moſt ancient Tranſlations of the Jewiſh and 


Chriſtian Churches, viz. The Sept. Greek, Chaldee, Syriack,, #thiopick,, Arabick,, 
Perſian, &*c, and the Latine verſions of them all, A new Apparatus, &c, 


WD MRO Hereas the ground of Faith is the Word of God, contained in the Scriptures,it muſt needs be The uſcofan 
| V "3, a work ot higheſt conſequence to preſerve thoſe Sacred Oracles :n their original purity, onto rg 
/ Ly Z freed (as much as may be) from all poſſibility of Error, that may ariſe either by the neg- tions compa- 
"DJ\ %$ #7 ligence of Scribes, and injury of Times, or by the wilful corruption of SeCtaries and He- 7d with the 
ale V/ fo reticks , which (as was foretold) abound in theſe latter times, and ſo to tranſmit them ro  * 
— /A\ P22 Polterity. ; {0h 7h 
AD CLIN I To this end nothing can more conduce then the publiſhing of the Or:ginal Text, ac- 
cording to the beſt Copies and Editions, with the moſt ancient Trarflarions, which have been of greraeſt Au- 
thority in the Church, eſpecially thoſe of the Eaſtern Langvages ; which in regard of their affinity and neer- 
neſſe to the Original are fittelt to expreſle, and in recard of their Antiquity and general uf? 1n the firſt and 
pureſt Ages are the trueſt Glaſſes, to repreſent that ſence and reading which was then generally received in the 
Church of Chriſt, to whoſe Care the cuſtody of the Scriptures 15 committed : The comparing of which toge- 
ther hath alwayes been accounted one of the beſt means to attain the true ſence in places doubrtul,and to finde 
out and reſtore the true reading of the Text where any variety appears. 
Befides this, the Harmonie and Conſent of ſo many ancient Copies and Tranſlations made in ſeveral Ages, 
and Parts of the World, fo far remote one from another, and continued to this day, agreeing in all matters of 
moment, are no leſſ2 the voice of God reſt fying from Heaven that thoſe Books proceeded from a divine Au- 
thor, who hath ſo marvellouſly owned and preſerved them in all parts ofthe Worid among ſo many changes 
and revolutions that have happened, maugre the malice and power of Satnan, labourins by Rereticks, and 
SeRaries to corrupt, and by Perſecutors to extirpate the Scriptures, and therewith Chriftan Religion. 
Therefore in the greateſt Empires and Kingdoms of the \World.God hath ſo ordered by his wile Providence, 
that the Scriptures have been either originally written, or tran(lated into theſe I.anguages, and by that means 
ſpread over the World (though befides the intention of the Conquerours) as appears by the Hebrew and Greek. 
Originals, the Syriack,, Chaldee, Perſiar, Arabick, Latin, Ethiopich. and other Tranſlations, in which the 
Praiſes of God have been ſounded forth over the World, by means of the Aſſyrian, Greek, Perfian, Romans,&c. 
Conqueſts and Victories. | 
Hence it was that when Origen compoſed his Terrapla, Hexaple, and Oftopla, though they conſiſted onely Origens Te- 
of the Hebrew and diverſe Greek Tranſlations diſpoſed in ſeveral Columns, yet they were received with wch —_, gg 
general applauſe, that as $, Hierom faith, they preſently filled all Libraries. y 
The like care hath been taken in this laſt Age, by ſundry Editions of the Original Texts, and of ſundry an- 
cient Tranſlations, made by the Pains and (Induſtry of | oarnuy Nie any iy the muniticence. of Princes 


and others, yet none of them are ſo compleat ard puorte& (tho woot greac fe 3nd nigh eſteem 1n the Church): 
bur that the diligence of thoſe that come zf. cr, miay ade fornetiiing ro pertes? the work which they begun, as 
the Apthors.of thoſe Editions have done to thoic before them, . 
The chief Edirions ot this laſt Age (nu. w uwirutivn tilohy Bom cs 7, I :tablas, Buxtorf Stephan. Mun. 298 
fer, Hatter, and others) are 1, The Comutuicn/e. 2. The J/urivery, 3, Lhe Paritan. this laſt ages », 
1. The Complaten/e was ſet forth by © Compiarenſe ins, at the charges of Cardinal Ximinexs, *” 
Arch-Biſhop of Toledo in ſix Volumes, {5 1 5 15, wherrin is corrained, © The Old Teſt. Heb. 2. The vul- | 
gar Latine. 3. The Sept. Greek and Latry: 4 The Chile Parnthrate by keto upon the Pentatench, with 
the Latine Tranſlation. 5. The New 7 {amet tor nt an ating 6. An topararus, conſiſting of an Heb. 
and Chald. Lexicon. An Heb. Grammer, \r 11d. & 
2, The Antwerp Bibles in eight great | 01m -s, fer 197 ns by #s,and other Learned Men, at the 


charges of the King of Spain, Anno 1572. wicrein is :Aded to Lic Comp /uterſe, 1. The Chaldee Paraphraſe 
upon the reſt of the Old Teſtament, by foxathan and olephrs Cacus, wich the Latine. 2. The Interlineal 
Tranſlation of the Old and New 'Teſtament. 3. The Syri2ck, New Teſtament in Syriack and Hebrew Chara- 
Cers with the Latine. 4. An Apparatis in two Volumes, containing divers Lexicons and Grammars, Hebrew, 
Syriack,, Chaldee, Greek , with ſome Tracts for better underſtanding the Text, Some 14iori/ms, few various *nS 
readings, divers Indices, &c. 


3. The Pariſzaw Bibles in ten large Tomes, A-n9 1645, ſet forth by /ſichael de Fay, Morinus, Gabriel | 7 b- 


S:onita and others, by Authority of the Cardinals Richlicx, and Mazarine, and the French Biſhops, wherein is 
added to the Arntwerpe Bible, which (except the Appararre) is herewith reprinted, 1. The old Teſt. Syriack, 
and Latine, 2. The Arabick Old Teſt. and New with the Latine. 3, The S:maritan Pentatench,with the Sa- 
 maritan and Latine Verſions. But here is no Interlineal or other literal Tranſlation of the Hebrew in Latize, 
none of the Apparatus at all asin the other Editions, no varioxs readings in any Language, no /ndex, no 1dis- 
2i/ms, (the edition being abruptly put forth, by reaſon of ſome difference among the Publiſhers) but only the 
Text in the ſeveral Languages, and thoſe not according to the beſt Copics. 

Though theſe Editions be juſtly had in high eſteem, (the ſecond of which was ſtyled by ſome Learned Men, 
Orbis miraculaum, though it come ſhort of the third) yer it 'muſt be confeſt that divers Ancient and Yſeful 
Traxſlations may be added, that there are berter Copies now, then thoſe followed in the former Editions, that a new x4iri- 
many things uſeful then, yer needleſſe now may be taken away, 'that a new Apparatus far more uſeful may be on more per- 
framed, and the ſeveral Languages digeſted 1n better Method, beſidas the greatneſle of the price, and vaſinefſe ful then any 
.of the Volames , which makes them Taree uſeful for private Libraries, being printed in ſuch Paper and Cha- Jr exares, 
raters, as ſerved rather for Pomp then Yſe , (that of Pars being ſold at 45. or 50 li. the price of an ordinary leſſe price. | 

Librarie ) ſo that without detraRting from the juſt praiſes of the publiſhers (whoſe Labours muſt be made uſe =. 

_ of, as they did of other mens that were before them) it may be ſaid,that a more perfet and uſeful Edition then « "© ; 
any yet extant may be made in 5 or 6 ordinary Volumes, which may be had at a fourth or fift part of the price $ 
of thoſe of Pars, or thereabouts. The ſeveral parts whereof follow. | 3 

1. The Old Teſtament Heb. and the New Teſt. Greek, with the literal Inter/ineal Tranſlation which is want- PRES” 

ing in the Par; and Complatenſe Bibles. | | Fer 

2. The Yalgar Latine according to the accurate Edition of Sixtus Quintusand Clem.8.wherein many 1000 *.." © 
errors and ſaults of the former Editions are corre&ed,as appears by the Catalogue ſet forth by Lucas Brugenſis, - —" 

3. The Roman Sept. the Greek whereof was printed by the moſt ancient Vatican Copy , written (as is con- - - 
ceived) before S. Mmanatine , which is without doubt the moſt a#thentick, of any yet extant, The Latine 
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ras gathered out ofthe Monuments of the moſt ancient Writers, by the great induſtry of Nebilia; | whereby 
the old ulgar Latine uſed in the Weſt (before S. Hieroms Tranilation) 1s reſtored and preſerved : -whereas 
the Sepr. followed in the other Editions is made only to agree-with the Moder Heb, and accondingly enlarged 
or cut ſhort, and may better be called a new Greek Tranſlation of the odern Heb, then a true Edition of the 
Old Septuagint. by, LE? 

4. The Chaldee Paraphraſe on the Old Teſt. by Ozkelos upon the Pentatench, and by Fonathax upon Joſh. 
2udg. Sam, Kings,and Prophets, about our Saviours time ; and by 7of. Cecus upon the reſt,written afterwards, 
All according to Buxtorf. his exact Edition, wherein many thouſand errors are corre&ted,and the Points which 
were added by ſome ignorant Jew after the invention of Pozzts, are rectified and reduced to the Analogie of 
Ezra and Danicl,which was.only in part attempted by Arias Montangs,but not perfected as himſelf acknow- 
ledges. The Latine Tranſlation allo amended according to Paulus Fagins, and others, 

5. The Syriack Old and New Teſt. (the native Language of Chriſt and his Apoſtles) corrected by Copies 
tranſcribed out of the moſt ancient and perfect 7. $. remaining with the Patriarch of Antioch, which is ac- 
cording to the 0/4 and ſimple Edition (as *tis called) tranſlated out of the Heb. about the Apoſtles times (the 
other Sjr:ack Edition out of the Sept. being long atcer.) That of the Parzs Bibles had many Larnn's, whict 
they ſupplied e:x proprio 1agente. 

6. The Arabick Old and New Teſt. correctea and compared with thoſe parts ſet out by Erpenizzs and others, 
and with other Copies here in publick and private Libraries. 

7. The Gamaritan Pentatench(the old Hev. Text, as 1s conceived , about FE/dras his time , if not before) ia 
the Samaritan Character,which is the 014 Heb. Letrcr before Eſar.5 changed it into the Aſſyrian (rhe zodern 
Hebrew) after the return from Babylon, 

8. The Perſiau Pentarench, by Facobus Thawaſus ( formerly printed by the Jews in the Conſantino, Bibles in 
Heb. Charactc;s) put into Perſian Characters and tranilated into Zarine , not extant before in any of thole 
other Editions. 

9. The Perſian Evangeliſts, with the Latine Verſion, which are now at the Preſſe, publiſhed by Mr. 7/hee- 
locka learned Ling4iſt, and not extant heretofore. 

10. The /Ethwopich Pſalms, Canticles, and New. T ft. with the Latine Verſion , not extant in any former 
Edition, 

I T. fonathans Targum upon the Pexrt. The Hieruſalem Targum upon the Pext. with the Latine tranſlation 
by Pellican or Taylor. The Maſſoreth Heb. Lat. with Bnxtorf. his Clavis Maſſorethica, and his Caſtigationes 
Maſſore. All which may be added,as an Appendix to the Old Teſt. None of them are in thoſe other Editions. 

12. The ſeveral Languages ſhall be printed in ſeveral Columns, whereby they may all be preſented to the 
Readers view at oxce,whereas in the other Editions divers great Volumes mult be turned over to compare them 
cogether. 

I3. Whereas there is no Apparatus Or various readings, &Cc.in the Parzs Bibles,and the Apparatas in the A;- 
twerp. and Complut. conlilting of Grammars, Lexicons,T racts,&Cc. are not ſo needful now,there being ſo many 
helps extant ſince,and thoſe more exact. Therefore here ſhall be added, what is moſt neceſſary and proper, and 
yet is wanting in the former, viz. A juſt Volume of the varioxs readings of all former Editions.and Copies, in 
all the Languages (a work of as great uſe to the Reader, as if he had all former Copies and Editions) with 
ſome other thitlgs fit to be added, v:z. 

I. An Extract out of Capellus his Critzca SAacry and others concerning the zariane readings, WEN as Brwc. 
de variantibus lects Scripture, and his two Tracts I. de Grecis 2. de Latints varietatibus. 2. The Keri and 
Cetib, &c. with the other various readings of the Heb. 3. The diffexences of the Samar, Pextatexch from the 
Modern Heb. colle&ed heretofore by D. Comber, 4. The various readings of the 70. and the other old Greek 


Tranſlations by Aquila, Theodorion, $Symmachas, the 5. and 6 anonymous Tranflations, collected by Nobilixs in 


the Rows. Sept. and by Draſins in his Fragmenta veterum tranſlationum Grec. to which may be added the diffe- 
rent Readings of that ancient M. $. The Alexandrian Sept. (ſuppoſed by ſome to be written by $. Tecla) 
which is now about to be printed. 5. The various readings and corrections of the vulgar Larize colle&ted by 
Lc. Brugenſ. in ſeveral Tracts. 6. The places reſtored in the Chaldee Paraph, by Buxtorf. with a Tra by 
him thereupon written, but not yet printed, and a Tract of the uſe of the Chaldee Paraph. by Lac. Brugenſ. 
7. The places reſtored and corrected in the Sy7. and Arab. with the various readings out of Erpenizs and 0- 
thers. 8. The various readings of the New Teſt. by Stephan. Canſabon and others, with the readings out of 
the Greek, Fathers gathered in the VWechel. Edition of the 70. at Frazk, 1597. 9. The various readings and 
notes upon the Syr, Arab. Perſtan, Cophti, &c. Verſions of the New Teſt. out of Ld. de Diex, Munſter, Kir- 
kenſten, M. Pocock and others, 10. The 1aoti{ms of the Heb. and Greek, 11. The explication of the proper 
Names in Script. Heb. Greek, Latine. 12, A perfect Chronology. 13. Several Indices. 

14. Before all. 1. Divers Pro/egomena and Pr:faces concerning the ſeveral Editions and Tranſlations, their 
Antiquity, Authority, and Vſe. 2. Geographical Tables of the World. The land of Canaan. 3. Arias Monta- 
»8s his Exemplar , ſer de ſacry fabrics, and his Aaron ſeu de veſt ibus ſacrs, with the Figures cut in Braſſe. 
4. Alphabetical Tables of the ſeveral Languages, and what elſe upon further adviſe with Learned Men ſhall 
be thought fit. | 


Kit The Approbation of {everal Eminent and Learned Men. 


vw Hereas there hath been preſented unto us a Draught of an Edition of the Bible in the Original and other learned Langyages, 
with a proof or printed Paper, wherein the ſame are in ſeveral Columns repreſented to the Readers view at once, and that ( as 

75 ſugge$ed) according to better copies and Editions, then thoſe of the Complut. Antwerp. and Paris Bibles, befides ſundry 
needful Additions which are wanting in them, whereby the Edition will become more perfe#, and fitter for uſe then thoſe formerly 
mentioned , and yet the Price very much leſſened ; We whoſe names are ſubſcribed, having viewed,and well conſidered the ſaid De- 
figne, and being deſired to give our judgements and opinions thereof, do conceive, that both in regard of the ſaid Editions and Copies 
which are more exa&t and perfe@, then thoſe followed in the other Bibles, and of the various Readings and additions mentioned inthe 
ſaid Draught, as alſo of the method and order, wherein the ſaid Languages are dige$ied, this Work will become more compleat and per- 
fe, and alſo more uſeful then any that hath been hitherto publiſhed in that kinde, and that the printing thereof will conduce much 
to the Glory of God, and the publick, Honour of our Nation. And therefore we do beartily deſire that it may receive all due encourage- 
ment from all whom it may concern. Ja. Armachanus. }. Selden. 


To theſe may be added the concurrent Suffrage of diversothers, tha moſt Reverend and Learned men of this Church, whoſe ſeveral 
Teſtimomes would be too long to inſert, but ſhall be produced if there be occaſion. 


The Councel of State by their Order bearing date Sunday the 11 of July 1652. have given their Approbation and Allow- 
were the Tres declaring the ſame to very honourable, and deſerving encouragement. And tis hoped they will promote the 
publiſhing of it, | I Os 
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Propoſitions concerning the Printing of the Bible in the 


Original and other Learned Languages. 


2 Hereas the former Fditiozs though leſle perfed, and not ſo fit for uſe, have been Printed 
at the publick Charge of Prixces and great Perſons, and the Charge of this Work 
will exceed the Ability of an ordinary perſon : Whereupon divers Perſons of Worth 
have expreſſed their readineſs to joyn inthe Charge of the 7-preſſzorr, and it is hoped 
that others who wiſh well to Learning and Religion will afliſt ina Work ſo much ten- 
ding to the publick good, and Honour of the Church and Nation, and ſo free from Inte- 
reſt of all parties, eſpecially conſidering, that as the Edition will be much better 
then any formerly made, ſo the price will be much lelie, 

Therefore for the ſecuring of all ſuch as ſhall promote ſo good a Work either by ſree gift,or advancing 
of Moneyes to be repaid by Copies, and for the encouraging of ſuch as {hall folicitand {tir up others tq/ 
contiibute, theſe Propoſiticns are offered, which ſhall God willing be pertormed., 

1, That whatſoever Moneyes ſhall be raiſed, ſhall be paid into the Hands of 71/7412 Humble of Lon- 
don Eſquire, Treafirrer for this purpoſe, who will be accomptable for the Moneyes received, and will 
give Receipts to every one that ſhall pay in any Moneyes, whereby they may be aſlured that the ſame 
ſhall beemployed no otherwiſe then for the uſe intended, and not 1iſned out but by Warrant of ſuch pers 
ſons as are hereafter mentioned. 

2. Thelike aſſurance ſhall be given for receiving of Copies proportionable to the ſummesſo paied, 
which ſhall be put into the hands of ſome perſons Intereſted, reliding in Lozdor to be delivered afſoon 
as the Work ſhall be finiſhed, or otherwiſe as the ſeveral Volumes {hall be printed, accordingas ſhall be 
adviſed by counſel on the behalf of the ſubſcribers, andthis ſhall be drawa up into Articles, before any 
Moneyes ſhall be payed. ; 

2. The Treaſurer ſhall not iſſue any Moneyes, but by Warrant under the Bands of the Lord Primate 
of Armagh, D. William Fuller, D. Brune Rieves, D, Semnel Baker, M. Richard Drake, B. D. ortwo of 
them, whereof the Lord Primate. or D. F «ler, to be one, and ſhall give Accompt every ſix monethsto 
four perſons appointed by thoſe that advance, to receive the Accompts of all Moneyes received, or iflued 
cut, which ſhall be ſhewed to all perſons intereſted who {ball defrre the fame. 

4 Thoſe that by free gift or otherwiſeſhall in any conſiderable manner further the Work, belideCo- 
pies to be given them, ſhall be acknowledged Patron+and Promoters of ſo noble a Fork. 


5. Thoſe that ſhall cole and raiſe any ſum by the free contribution of Perſons wel) ** ed ſhall for... 


every ten pounds have one Core: and if any lellex{umot 40 s. or wpwardsbe © rauce. IFHiy at pree 
Tefit,1fthe radlutn Thall be made up 101i. by equal piyhents in four ſix mozeths next following, he 


ſhall have oze perfe& Copie,and ſo according to that proortion for any greater Sum. 

6 Thoſe who ſhall advance any ſum out of their oyn eſtate, ſhall for every 101i, have one Copie, and 
for 501i, ſix Copies, and ſo for any greater ſum, and th» moneyes {o adyanced ſhall for the Faſe and Se- 
curity of the Advancers be paid thus : onely a f! 'fth partn hand, and the reſt in 47x moneths, and at every 
ſix moneths Payment, Account ſhall be given of the Moyes formerly paid, and ofthe Progreſſe of the 
Work, and then they may alſo receive ſuch Volumes a ſhall be finiſhed, according to the number of 
Copies due to them, if they pleaſe, they paying anothe' fift part towards the printing of the next Vo= 
lume, Andif 501i. ſhall be raiſed by ſeveral perſons, tte ſixth Copie ſhall be to him that procureth their 
ſubſcriptions, 55 F . 

7. Theperſons that will aſſiſt in preparing of Copies correCting the Preſie. overſecing and managing 
the work, or otherwiſe in furthering the Edition, are D. Stokes, Mr. Whidock, M. Thorndike, Mr. Ed- 
ward Pococke, Mr. Graves, Mr. Vicars, Mr. "homas Smith, together with Dr. Waltox, and 
ſome other to affiſt in Proſecution of Bulineſle, &c. and fany of them ſhall be otherwiſe hindred, ſome 
other ſhall be nominated, for carrying on the work, wheein the Advice of the L. Primate, M, Seldex, D. 
Shelden, D. Sanderſon, D. Stern, D. Hammond, D, Fearn, 

and other learned Men, who have approved 
the work ſhall beeefired.as occaſion ſhall require. TE ; : 

8. The work ſhall not be begun till there ve enough pa "4 to finiſh the firſt Volume, viz.gt Pez. 
zateuch, viz. 100 1i. nor the other Volumes, till apropWFionaÞ'® Min for each be brought MN; viz, a- 
bout 12coli. 4 

9. Itisdefired that the firſt payment of Moneyes tole advanced, may be at or before the firſt of 
May, 1653. and if it ſhall appear there is enough to prints Firſt Volume, viz. the Peztateuch, the work 
ſhall be begun aſſoon as things needfu] can be yrepared, yhich is hoped will be within three Moneths 
then next following, and within three Yeers ifter, itis hogd the whole work will be perfeCted : (two 
Preſſes being kept at work. ) - 

LO. Whaoerer ſhall * further reaſonobly deviſed or flopounded for the better managing and car- 
Trying on of the Work, and ſecuring of all Perſons intereſted, ſhall be willingly aſſented unto. 


w__ 


Printed by R.Norton for Timothie Garthpait Stationer, at the leſles. _ 
North-gate of S. PaulsChurg, London. 1652. —— 
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V: whoſe Names are ſubſcribed, do hereby promiſe to pay the ſeveral Sum 
by us underwritten,upon the Propoſitions for Printing the Biblein the O- 
riginal and otherlearned Languages, according to a Delcription, and Spe- 
cimen thercot Printed. Which Sums ſhall be paid in one or more Payments mas 
ing as is ſublcribed. Provided that betore payment of the {aid Moneyes it (hall be 
certified under the Hand of the Treaſurer, that the Subſcriptions and Contributions, 


will amount to ſuch a Sum as will be {ufhcient for carrying on the Work, accordin 
tn the {1 Th Pranoalirinne : and rhat (not order he talen for ſecyrins the Loni TN Th 
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